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guarantee as a result of the present negotiations/'
The formula which Mr. Strang was believed to have
taken with him, while avoiding all specific reference
to the Baltic States, contained an automatic guaran-
tee of mutual assistance not only against a direct
attack on any one of the signatory Powers but also
against any kind of aggression that it might consider
constituted a threat to its vital interests. Mr.
Churchill in an article in the Daily Telegraph on June
8th urged that it was asking too much of the small
states to commit themselves at this stage before the
Triple Alliance had been signed. " It is sufficient for
the three great Powers to declare that the invasion or
subversion of the Baltic States by the Nazis would be
an unfriendly act, in the full diplomatic sense of the
term, against the Grand Alliance/' but it is difficult
to see that Mr. Chamberlain could have cut the knot
as easily as that.

Mr. Churchill's solution did not give full weight to
the Baltic Powers' fears of offending Germany. Their
Governments and peoples were genuinely afraid of
Russia and the spread of Communism. "It is widely
believed," one commentator wrote, "that in the last
resort they would prefer German protection to the
presence of Soviet troops on their soil which if it did
not actually end in a permanent occupation, might
well result in the overthrow of the existing regimes/'
It was precisely the same with the Poles who felt, with
ample justice as events have proved, that once
Russian troops had set foot on the soil of White
Russia and the Polish Ukraine nothing on earth would
remove.them. The active negotiations for the Pact
were to run on until July 27th by which time Russia
was still no nearer accepting Mr. Strang's formula.
Poland's attitude according to. Moscow was under-
standable only on the assumption that it "acted on
British and French instructions/' There was endless